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Hello and welcome. 
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 includes the capabilities of Critical and Creative Thinking, the Personal and Social Capability, Ethical Capability, and Intercultural Capability. While these curriculums are not fully defined by any of the learning areas or disciplines, they are a set of discreet knowledge and skills that can and should be taught explicitly in and through the learning areas. This video aims to familiarise you with the 4 capabilities of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0, and the key revisions that distinguish them from the current curriculum.
There are 4 revisions that are consistent across the Capabilities curriculums. Firstly, the revised Capabilities curriculums offer a clearer progression of skills set out in a consistent sequence across the levels as evidenced in the scope and sequence charts. This progression of skills assists teachers to engage with and track skill development.
Secondly, verbs, or command terms, have been removed from the start of content descriptions. This revision gives teachers greater control over the depth of learning and enables them to respond to student need and nuance planning to suit learning area contexts.
Thirdly, the Capabilities curriculums have a strengthened alignment with learning areas, which has enhanced the teachability and manageability of the curriculum.
And finally, technical terms have been replaced with plain English alternatives to ensure clarity for teachers in unpacking content descriptions while maintaining rigour.
In each of the capabilities, students progress along a learning continuum that provides the first achievement standard at Level 2, and then at Levels 4, 6, 8, and 10. This provides teachers with more flexibility to draw meaningful connections between the capabilities and different levels in learning areas across the curriculum. Throughout the curriculum, content descriptions sequence and describe the knowledge and understanding that teachers need to teach, and students are expected to learn.
Let's turn our attention to the Critical and Creative Thinking Capability. Developing the capability to think critically and creatively is an essential part of the development of successful, confident, and innovative members of the community. Identifying and responding to environmental, social, and economic challenges, as well as technological changes, requires young people to be creative, innovative, enterprising, and adaptable, with the confidence and skills to use critical and creative thinking purposefully.
The Critical and Creative Thinking Curriculum Version 2.0 has a number of key revisions that are beneficial to Victorian schools. There are now clearer distinctions between content descriptions focusing on criteria in the Reasoning strand and Metacognition strand, with the Reasoning strand more transparently emphasising conceptual and analytical thinking in the use of criteria, and the Metacognition strand focusing on criteria in relation to the evaluation of proposed solutions. Problem-solving is now captured across all 3 strands, reflecting its significance as a skill throughout the Critical and Creative Thinking Capability. The Questions and Possibilities strand has been refined to place a stronger emphasis on strategic thinking, and the learning strategies in the Metacognition strand have been updated to be reflective of recent research.
Now let's take a further look at the overall structure of the Critical and Creative Thinking curriculum. Critical and Creative Thinking is organised into 3 interconnected strands, Questions and Possibilities, Reasoning, and Metacognition. In the Questions and Possibilities strand, students explore the nature of questioning and a range of strategies to develop new ideas and possibilities. The Reasoning strand provides opportunities for students to explore how to structure, analyse, evaluate, and communicate reasoning, and how to think analytically. And in the Metacognition strand, students explore learning strategies, the use of thinking processes, and the use of criteria to identify and evaluate proposed solutions to a problem. The skills developed in the Critical and Creative Thinking curriculum support success in all senior secondary studies.
Students require scaffolding in order to transfer general critical and creative thinking skills from one context to another, including from learning areas to broader life. This involves assisting students to make links to contexts that may be similar or quite different to their background learning, gradually building their capacity to recognise these links for themselves. This can be enabled through a whole school approach to delivering the capability, which provides a shared understanding of students' background learning.
Critical thinking and creative thinking are strongly linked and work together to help students inquire into the world around them. Students require explicit support to develop the breadth and depth of their thinking and to take intellectual risks. This attention to thinking helps students to build their self-awareness and capacities for reflection and self-correction.
Now let's focus on the Ethical Capability curriculum. The Ethical Capability Version 2.0 explores what it means for both an individual and a society to live well, supporting the development of informed citizenship at local, regional, and global levels. The Ethical Capability Curriculum Version 2.0 has a number of key revisions which are beneficial to Victorian schools. The revised Ethical Capability emphasises a broader understanding of influences on ethical perspectives and the adoption of ethical frameworks. This shift enables a more diverse range of approaches to supporting ethical decision-making.
The Understanding Concepts strand from the current Victorian Curriculum has been revised to Understanding Ethical Concepts and Perspectives. Revisions on influences on ethical perspectives supports an engagement with all cross-curriculum priorities, for example, supporting deeper understanding on perspectives of sustainability issues. The revised achievement standards describe what is expected in the analysis and evaluation of an ethical issue and associated actions and outcomes for each band.
Now let's take a further look at the overall structure of the Ethical Capability curriculum. The Ethical Capability is organised into 2 interrelated strands, Understanding Ethical Concepts and Perspectives and Decision-Making and Actions.
Ethical concepts are used to help identify and describe the ethical significance of something. Meanwhile, ethical perspectives are informed by our values, worldviews, dispositions, and a range of other factors that students are introduced to through the Ethical Capability curriculum. In the Decision-Making and Action strand, students explore how to identify and discuss ethical issues. They also explore ethical frameworks and how these frameworks can guide decision-making. The skills developed in the Ethical Capability support senior secondary studies that involve critical engagement with ethical issues and concepts in personal, social, or broader non-human or environmental contexts.
Now let's focus our attention on the Intercultural Capability. Intercultural interactions are a part of everyday life in our increasingly multicultural and globalised world. Intercultural knowledge and skills are therefore essential parts of living and working in the diverse world of the 21st century. By developing these knowledge and skills, the Intercultural Capability fosters in students the confidence to actively contribute to the prosperity and health of Australian society.
The revised Intercultural Capability is beneficial to teachers and students in a number of ways. The Cultural Practices strand from the current curriculum has been replaced with the Culture, Identity, and Belonging strand to pay more explicit attention to the interconnection between culture, identity, and a sense of belonging and inclusion. The content has been refined where relevant to be more inclusive, for example, recognising that identity can be influenced by more than one culture, and that intercultural experiences can be experienced differently across cultural groups.
Now let's take a further look at the overall structure of the Intercultural Capability Curriculum Version 2.0. The Intercultural Capability is organised into 2 interrelated strands, Culture, Identity, and Belonging, and Cultural Diversity. The Culture, Identity, and Belonging strand focuses on culture, identity, and a sense of belonging and inclusion, as well as intercultural experiences and attitudes, beliefs, and behaviours. It also focuses on policies and practices of institutions and intercultural relations and experiences. The Cultural Diversity strand focuses on barriers to and enablers of critical and respectful engagement within and between cultural groups. It also focuses on benefits and challenges associated with living and working in a culturally diverse world, and the connection between and respect for worldview diversity and social cohesion.
The achievement standards are holistic, recognising the interrelated nature of the strands. The skills cultivated in the Intercultural Capability curriculum provides support for senior secondary studies that actively involve and encourage critical reflection on intercultural experiences. The Intercultural Capability curriculum enables students to be prepared to understand cultural context and addresses the challenges and benefits associated with living and working in a diverse world.
Let's take a look at the Personal and Social Capability Curriculum Version 2.0. Students with well-developed personal and social skills find it easier to manage themselves, relate to others, and face challenges constructively and with resilience. Personal and social skills foster self-efficacy, which lead to students feeling positive about themselves and the world around them. The Personal and Social Capability plays an essential role in developing students' personal and social skills, and enabling them to understand themselves and others and navigate their relationships, lives, work, and learning.
The revisions to the Personal and Social Capability Version 2.0 have enhanced clarity and accessibility for teachers and students, with a more explicit emphasis placed on responsible decision-making and mental health management. The content aligns with current research, for example, the Collaborative for Academic Social and Emotional Learning Framework. Furthermore, the revised curriculum has a strengthened compatibility for neurodiverse students. For example, verbal and nonverbal strategies have been made explicit as relevant.
Now, let's take a further look at the overall structure of the Personal and Social Capability curriculum. The Personal and Social Capability curriculum is organised into 2 interrelated strands, Self-Awareness and Management, and Social Awareness and Management. Each strand contains content descriptions that are organised into further sub-strands, emotional awareness and management and self-efficacy and purpose, and relationships and diversity and collaboration. The Personal and Social Capability curriculum contributes to fostering students’ confidence to succeed in senior secondary pathways. Students with well-developed personal and social skills find it easier to manage themselves, engage and collaborate with others, and face challenges constructively and with resilience.
When the Capabilities are integrated throughout the learning areas, students are equipped with a suite of knowledge and skills that will enhance their learning in school and enrich their lives beyond it. The Capabilities can and should be taught in and through all learning areas, and are specifically designed to support learning across the curriculum. For more information, I encourage you to explore the Victorian Curriculum F–10 website. The website provides easy access to the curriculum and all the supporting resources. Thank you for watching.
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